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PROJECT SUMMARY: 
 

Second phase of this project, which is located in the waters of the Valencian Community (Spain), in the 
western Mediterranean Sea, between the coast and the 1,000 m isobath, where the loggerhead sea turtle 
(Caretta caretta) is the most abundant sea turtle. Populations of Atlantic Ocean and Mediterranean Sea 
origin converge in this important feeding area, which is used by various fisheries such as bottom trawling, 
bottom and surface longline, seine and artisanal fishing (fixed nets, gillnets, traps,), which include about 
600 vessels in 22 fishing ports. The fishing sector is trying to reduce the impact on the loggerhead turtle by 
accidental capture, but, together with other human impacts, it still has effects on the recovery of its popu-
lation.  
 

Chelonia Association and the University of Valencia estimated between 2010 and 2013 an accidental cap-
ture of 238 loggerhead turtles per year by the Valencian trawling fleet. Artisanal fishing is very common in 
the area, and its impact on the species, evaluated in 2016 through surveys of skippers, seems low. However, 
it is important to be able to compare the results obtained with data collected through observers on board, 
an activity that is included within this phase. On the other hand, recreational maritime fishing has grown 
significantly in recent years, although its impact of accidental capture is little known, so an activity aimed 
at better understanding the activity and the possible impact that it could have is proposed. on the logger-
head turtle and other species. This would contribute to having a broader perspective of the impact of fish-
ing activity. Another threat is solid waste, which affects sea turtles very negatively, so its monitoring and 
the design of effective strategies are important for the conservation of their populations, both of which are 
contained as project actions.  

 

Sustained awareness of the fishing sector and of civil society in general is essential to contribute together 
to the conservation of the marine environment and its resources, so an awareness campaign will be carried 
out including the distribution of awareness materials, the publication of press releases, updating of the 
project website and holding a conference session in which the preliminary results of the project will be 
presented and spread out. 
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