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PROJECT SUMMARY: 
 

The impact of marine litter, both in marine and coastal areas, as well as in littoral and inland aquatic habi-
tats, is one of the greatest environmental and socioeconomic challenges that human beings face today, as it 
affects waters and international seabeds and coasts and territorial waters of practically all the countries 
and territories of the planet. 
 

The objective of the project is aimed at helping to reduce and prevent the impacts of waste that reaches the 
seas and aquatic environments, promoting the circular economy in Spain and Portugal. The Coca-Cola 
Foundation, Coca-Cola European Partners, Chelonia Association, Ecomar Foundation and Vertidos 
Cero are the main entities of this integral and collaborative project. Chelonia, as a technical-scientific enti-
ty of  the project, was in charge of the following activities: 
 

1. Actions of training and awareness of students, clenings of seabeds with divers and of  coastal areas 
with local entities and volunteers in áreas nest to 11 Marine Reserves of Spain (10) and Portugal (1). 
  

2. Evaluation and monitoring of marine litter on 80 beaches and  aquatic environments of Spanish and 
Portuguese territories, finally reaching 82 beaches / aquatic environments monitored. 
  

3. Clean-ups on 20 beaches / aquatic environments of Spain and Portugal, reincorporating PET plastic to 
the value chain, with the cooperation of 20 municipalities, local entities and educational institutions. 
  

4. Training and awareness of students of high school of educational institutions of at least 20 coastal lo-
calities of Spain and Portugal.  
  

5. Awareness-raising and training campaign about the impact of marine litter, responsible consumption 
and circular economy, addressed to the civil society of Spain and Portugal. 
  

6. I Edition of the Circular Seas Contest, in which a business initiative (Start-up) was awarded and the 
implementation of three Research Projects were supported: the first one evaluated coastal marine litter 
through the use of drones, the second one analyzed residues in the stomach contents of bony fishes and 
the third monitored the impact of marine litter on marine turtles and cetaceans in the Spanish littoral. 
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More information about the activities of the Chelonia Association in the project at this link: Circular Seas 
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