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PROJECT SUMMARY: 
 

 
The evaluation of the accidental catches of sea turtles carried out 
by the Chelonia Association in 2008 concluded with an estimate 
of a high rate of accidental catches in Spain, with more than 
5,000 individuals only from the use of the trawl nets used by the 
Gulf of Cádiz fleet and Mediterranean Sea. The experiences of 
countries such as France (French Guyana) and Madagascar indi-
cate that the use of Turtle Excluder Devices (TEDs) is tremen-
dously useful, not only to avoid accidental captures of these rep-
tiles, but to achieve minimising the impact of trawls on other 
species such as sharks and marine mammals.  
 

Regarding the social action that should accompany this type of initiative, during 2008 and 2009 Chelonia 
Association detailed observations of accidental catches on board trawlers in Huelva, Almería and Torre-
vieja. The data from these studies indicate that along with the turtles, the sharks are in a really delicate 
state of conservation, declining their populations sharply. Indeed, for several years, the scientific communi-
ty dedicated to the study of the marine environment has been concerned about the precarious situation of 
sharks. More than 30% of the shark and ray species in our waters are in danger of extinction and / or are on 
the IUCN red list. The preliminary study of the problem indicates that TEDs can save thousands of adult 
sharks, a view supported by several FAO reports. In addition, Spain is committed to protecting the most 
critically endangered shark species, by limiting the fin trade and other conservation measures.  
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