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PROJECT SUMMARY: 
 

Elkhorn coral (Acropora palmata) is a hard coral species, categorised as critically endangered (CR; IUCN), 
which is distributed in the Gulf of Mexico and the Caribbean Sea, from South Florida to the Venezuelan 
and Colombian coasts, including the Central American islands. During the last 30 years there has been a 
sharp reduction in their populations, mainly due to white band disease. Other threats include bleaching 
induced by changes in water temperature, storms and hurricanes, as well as loss of habitat due to excessive 
algae growth and sedimentation, the effects of marine debris, damage caused by stranding, use of anchors 
and fishing instruments, and unregulated tourist activities. At the national level it is listed as a “Species 
under Special Protection” and during 2008 the Mexican federal authorities established an Action Plan for 
the Conservation of the Elkhorn (Acropora palmata) and Deer Horn (A. cervicornis) corals.  
 

The project focuses on the coral reef known as “La Laja”, off the coast of the state of Veracruz, in the Gulf of 
Mexico. The structure and biological composition of “La Laja” is not well known, although several colonies 
of A. palmata of different sizes and at different depths (> 8 m) have been registered, and, although the exten-
sion they occupy has not yet been determined, no disease affecting them has been detected at first glance. 
Therefore, it is urgent to carry out a systematic monitoring program on this reef, in order to determine its 
conservation status and identify potential threats, taking into account that the presence of white band di-
sease has been recorded in nearby reefs as well as other affections.  
 

The objectives are aimed at characterising the "La Laja" coral reef, estimating the distribution, abundance 
and conservation status of the species on this reef and raising awareness about it in local communities. To 
this end, biological and ecological information on A. palmata and the reef will be collected and analysed for 
its characterisation and monitoring, local communities will be sensitised through materials and works-
hops, and the results for their conservation and sustainable management will be spread out.  
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