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PROJECT SUMMARY: 
 
The Orinoco Crocodile or Plain Caiman (Crocodylus intermedius) is considered a critically endangered species 
(CR) by the Ministry of the Environment of Colombia and the International Union for the Conservation of 
Nature (IUCN), which also considered one of the twelve most threatened vertebrate species in the world 
and one of the most threatened on the planet within the 23 nowadays belonging to the Order Crocodylia. 
This species is only found within the Orinoco basin, which shares territory between Colombia and Vene-
zuela. The plains or Orinoco alligator was intensely persecuted for the quality of its skin to be used in fur 
manufacturing between the 30s and 60s of the 20th century, a situation that produced a rapid reduction in 
its wild populations. Censuses carried out in the 90s estimated a total of just 153 specimens in freedom in 
Colombian territory, distributed mainly in four relict populations.  
 

This project constituted a second phase of the initiative promoted by the Biodiversity Foundation and 
Chelonia Association, with the cooperation of the Orinoquia Regional Autonomous Corporation 
(Corporinoquia), an environmental authority with jurisdiction in a wide region of the Colombian Llanos. 
All this towards supporting the conservation of this critically endangered species that sought to give conti-
nuity to the actions developed in 2010, updating the knowledge of the conservation status of its wild popu-
lations, identifying areas of presence of the species and areas with ecological requirements, social, protec-
tion, access and viability of monitoring for its potential reintroduction, an aspect that was promoted as a 
fundamental means of recovery of the species in the habitats from which it was eradicated. Likewise, the 
actions to raise awareness among local inhabitants and civil society in general were extended and consoli-
dated by different means of diffusion at a regional, national and international levels, and technical support 
was provided to local and regional institutions in charge of managing natural resources in order to 
guarantee the conservation of the species and its habitats in the medium and long term.  

Translation: Rafael Córdoba Tobarcia                    © CHELONIA 2014 


