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PROJECT SUMMARY: 
 

The project area covers the fishing region of the Valencian Community (Spain), in the western Mediterra-
nean Sea, between the coast and the 1,000 m isobath. The loggerhead sea turtle (Caretta caretta) is the most 
abundant sea turtle in the area. Populations of Atlantic and Mediterranean origin converge in this impor-
tant feeding area, which is used by various fisheries such as bottom trawling, bottom and surface longline, 
purse seine and artisanal fishing (fixed nets, pots, etc.), which include more than 700 vessels in 22 fishing 
ports. Due to this, there is a fishing impact on the loggerhead turtle due to accidental capture. Chelonia 
Association and the University of Valencia estimated through surveys conducted between 2010 and 2013, 
an accidental capture of 238 loggerhead turtles per year in the Valencian trawling fleet alone. 
 
Artisanal fishing is very common in this area, but its impact has not yet been evaluated. In the Balearic area, 
important levels of accidental capture and mortality are indicated for this fishery. Therefore, it is imperati-
ve to carry out its assessment in the project area to have a complete perspective of the fishing interaction 
and to design adequate conservation measures. Increased solid waste pollution is another growing threat 
to the loggerhead turtle. The impact of fisheries and this pollution, together with other factors such as in-
creased maritime traffic (collisions, noise, pollution) could be reducing the loggerhead turtle population in 
this important feeding area. The project, whose objective is to reduce the levels of accidental capture and 
mortality of the loggerhead turtle, includes the preparation of a proposed action plan to contribute to the 
conservation of the species and sea turtles in the Valencian Community, the evaluation of the impact of the 
artisanal fishery, as well as the monitoring of the impact of pollution by solid waste on the species. Like-
wise, workshops with fishermen and operators will be carried out to incorporate adequate techniques that 
reduce mortality due to accidental capture and the impact of solid waste on the species. A campaign of sen-
sitisation will be carried out that includes distribution of awareness materials, publication of press relea-
ses, development of a web page and the holding of a conference day in which the preliminary results of the 
project will be presented and spread out.  
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