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PROJECT SUMMARY: 
 
The projects to assess the accidental catches of sea turtles carried out by Chelonia Association in 2008 and 
2009, established a high rate of accidental catches of sea turtles, mainly loggerhead turtle (Caretta caretta), 
with more than 5,000 individuals only in trawlers of the Gulf of Cádiz fleet and the southern Mediterrane-
an Sea coast. Likewise, own studies and from various international organisations are warning about the 
precarious conservation situation of various species of sharks throughout the planet. For this reason, in 
recent years the need to seek solutions to reduce this significant volume of capture has become increasingly 
evident, which affects high mortality rates and, therefore, a reduction in the populations of these threat-
ened species. International experiences indicate that the use of Turtle Excluder Devices (TEDs) is very use-
ful to prevent accidental catches of sea turtles and sharks, while reports published by institutions such as 
FAO and IUCN indicate that the population stocks of many sharks are subject to a sharp drop (more than 
30% of the species of sharks and rays in Spanish waters are in danger of extinction and / or on the IUCN 
red list). 
 

The activities of this project included carrying out campaigns for the observation of catches on board 
trawlers to evaluate the effectiveness of TEDs in reducing capture and mortality rates, mainly of sea turtles, 
minimising their interference in fishing activities and in the catch volumes of the target species. At the 
same time, experimental tests were carried out on longliners using hooks and electromagnetic devices to 
minimise the catches of sharks based on the repulsion created by the electromagnetic fields generated in 
the fishing line. Both methods had very promising results. Social action work and awareness-raising 
measures were also carried out through volunteer activities and training sessions within the fishing sector 
and towards civil society as means of support and knowledge of the problem faced. 
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