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PROJECT SUMMARY: 
 

The six species of sea turtles registered in the waters of the Valencian Community and in the Spanish Me-
diterranean Sea are considered threatened. The most abundant, the loggerhead turtle (Caretta caretta), faces 
serious threats due to accidental capture, contamination by solid waste and deterioration of its habitat. 
The Valencian Community is especially important for this species, since individuals of Atlantic Ocean and 
Mediterranean Sea origin converge in its waters. 
 

The project focuses on expanding knowledge about the use of habitat and movement patterns of the spe-
cies (satellite transmitter) and conducting an applied ethology study (with individuals in recovery at Ocea-
nographic facilities), with the general objective of contributing to its conservation within the framework of 
the National Strategy for the Conservation of the loggerhead turtle, as well as to the integrated manage-
ment of the coastline. A proposal for a conservation plan for the species will also be proposed for the Valen-
cian Community and training actions will be carried out to identify trails and nests on beaches, as well as 
to spread out and raise awareness among users of the marine and coastal environment.  
 
The expansion of knowledge on habitat uses and movements of the species will allow having more precise 
information to design strategies and conservation measures, as well as to identify areas of special importan-
ce for the species where these measures can be applied to reduce the impacts of fisheries and boats. Kno-
wledge of ethology related to sensory aspects can also allow the identification and application of actions or 
protocols that reduce the negative impact of human activities such as fishing and those related to contami-
nation by solid waste. The creation of capacities and means of detection of tracks and nests and of action 
measures in the presence of nesting females will promote a reduction of the impact of the activities of users 
of the coastal environment; These, together with awareness-raising actions, will contribute to improving 
the conditions for the reproduction of the species on beaches and its survival on the Spanish Mediterra-
nean Sea coast and, therefore, for the conservation of the species.   
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