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PROJECT SUMMARY: 
 
The project addresses the second volunteer campaign of Chelonia Association and the VOLCAM program 
of Caja Mediterráneo (Spanish Bank) for the conservation of sea turtles on the coast of the Valencian Com-
munity and the Region of Murcia. The problem addressed already in 2009 indicated accidental catches of 
sea turtles of between 20,000 and 35,000 specimens by longline fishing and of more than 5,000 by trawling. 
Chelonia's previous studies in 2008 and 2009 pointed out the need to address this problem from the point 
of view of adopting concrete measures, on the one hand through the investigation of measures to minimise 
such an impact and, on the other, by means of the training of specialised personnel and the sensitization of 
the general population towards greater knowledge and support in relation to this problem.  
 

This project specifically addressed the active participation of volunteer personnel in the adoption of 
measures to solve this problem, as well as a transmission of information towards a greater awareness of the 
population about the possible measures to adopt to achieve a management model of the more sustainable 
and viable marine natural resources over time, which at the same time favours the use of resources in a bal-
anced way and the reduction of negative impacts on populations of globally threatened species, such as 
most species of sea turtles. To this end, activities were carried out focused on the training of the volunteer 
group and their active participation in carrying out awareness-raising actions through the publication and 
distribution of training and informative materials and divulgation campaigns to show the problem before 
the Valencian public opinion from a perspective of strengthening, innovation and best fishing practices in 
the trawling sector and the contribution of added value to fishing products and activities aimed at mini-
mising negative impacts on the marine environment.  
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