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PROJECT SUMMARY: 
 

Through an Interinstitutional Agreement signed between the Corporation for the Sustainable Develop-
ment of Urabá (CORPOURABA) and Chelonia Association, this study, that required the preparation of the 
coverage map for the Regional District of Integrated Management “Ensenada de Rionegro, was carried out, 
neighboring lowlands and swamps of Marimonda and El Salado ”at 1: 10,000 scale, as well as the determi-
nation of the area affected by the fire using remote sensors, aerial photographs, overflights and intense field 
work.   
 
The impact of the fire was mainly on twelve coverage units and natural ecosystems with the greatest in-
fluence on the dense non-wooded flooded grassland that is part of the lowlands surrounding Ensenada de 
Rionegro, where 1,708.41 hectares were burned, out of which 400.73 ha were of open low flood forest, 
243.41 ha of high secondary vegetation and 149.73 ha of heterogeneous dense high flood forest.  
 

The results of the vegetation analysis allowed to establish an affectation on all the floristic elements of the 
protected area; Through field verification, the flora catalogue was updated and a total of 199 species were 
found, distributed in 144 genres and 49 taxonomic families. The number of animals affected by the fire was 
so great that it was not possible to quantify it; The damage includes eggs, nests, young birds, reptiles and 
mammals, burrows and their habitats in general, but it is estimated that 334 species of wildlife were affec-
ted: 22 species of amphibians (6 of them new to the DRMI), 53 of reptiles, 54 of mammals and 205 of resi-
dent and migratory birds. An assessment of the pollutant load of CO2 emitted into the atmosphere and an 
analysis of the impacts on the landscape and ecotourism was also carried out.  
 
The entire study was framed in a community socialisation and awareness programme to discourage the use 
of fire in agricultural work by the inhabitants of the protected area and, finally, a proposal was presented 
with all the conceptual, methodological, logistical and budgetary elements for the rehabilitation, restorati-
on and monitoring of the ecosystems affected by the forest fire.  
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