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PROJECT SUMMARY: 
 

Third phase of this project, which is located in the waters of the Comunidad Valenciana (Spain), in the 
western Mediterranean Sea. Loggerhead sea turtle populations of Atlantic Ocean and Mediterranean Sea 
origin converge in this important feeding area, used by several fisheries that include about 600 vessels in 22 
fishing ports. The fishing sector is trying to reduce the impact on the loggerhead sea turtle by accidental 
capture, but, along with other human impacts, it still has effects on the individuals who use these waters 
and the recovery of their populations.  
 

Chelonia Association and the University of Valencia estimated an accidental capture of 238 loggerhead tur-
tles per year by the Valencian trawling fleet. Artisanal fishing is the most common in this area, and its im-
pact on the species, evaluated in 2016 through surveys of skippers, seems low. However, the results ob-
tained are being compared with data collected by observers on board, an activity that continues within this 
third phase. The impact of recreational maritime fishing, which has grown in recent years, is not known, 
therefore, after a preliminary evaluation of the sector carried out in 2017, in this phase, surveys will be car-
ried out among members of fishing clubs to learn more the possible impact that it could have on the logger-
head turtle and other species, taking into account the usefulness of this activity to collect information on 
the location of turtles. This would contribute to having a broader perspective of the impact of fishing activ-
ity and to be able to configure citizen science tools. An evaluation of the trawling and artisanal fishing ac-
tivity is carried out at a spatial and temporal level in order to have more information that allows the estab-
lishment of more effective conservation and management measures. The monitoring of solid waste ingested 
by turtles found stranded will continue in this phase, expanding to the analysis of microplastics. A pro-
posed strategy to reduce bycatch and increase survival in fixed gear is to be developed in collaboration 
with the sector.  
The sustained awareness of the fishing sector and civil society is essential, so activities in this regard will 
continue to be part of the project with the distribution of awareness materials, a course to identify turtle 
tracks and nests, and the holding of a conference day, among others.  
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