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PROJECT SUMMARY: 
 

All six species of sea turtles registered in Spanish waters are considered threatened. The most abundant, 
the loggerhead turtle (Caretta caretta), faces various threats such as accidental capture, contamination by 
solid waste and the deterioration of its habitat. The areas included in the project are of special importance: 
on the one hand, the Gulf of Cádiz is a corridor of entry for loggerhead turtles (mainly born in the northwe-
stern Atlantic Ocean) to the Mediterranean Sea and of exit when they return to reproduce at their birth 
beaches, and on the other hand, in the waters of the Valencian Community the subpopulation of logger-
head turtles born in the eastern Mediterranean Sea converge with those born in the Atlantic Ocean. 
 

The project focuses on expanding knowledge about the habitat use and movement patterns of the species 
(use of satellite transmitters) and conducting experimental tests with drones for the census of sea turtles. 
All this with the general objective of contributing to its conservation within the framework of the National 
Strategy for the Conservation of the loggerhead turtle, as well as to the integrated management of the 
coastline. The project also includes diffusion and awareness actions for users of the marine and coastal en-
vironment. 
 

The expansion of knowledge on habitat uses and movements of the species will provide the necessary in-
formation to design more precise and effective conservation strategies and measures, as well as to identify 
areas of special importance for the species to minimise the impacts of fisheries, of the boat traffic and solid 
waste pollution (marine litter). 
 

Drones, equipped with GPS and image recording systems, have great potential, reducing human risk and 
the cost of conducting aerial surveys in manned aircraft, and increasing precision in the detection and iden-
tification of species and geographic location. 
 

The awareness-raising actions will spread out information so that society knows more about the actions 
that can improve the conservation status of sea turtles and the marine environment in general.   
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