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PROJECT SUMMARY: 
 

The populations of sea turtle species (Dermochelys coriacea, Caretta caretta, Chelonia mydas), mainly in the Me-
diterranean Sea, have drastically decreased in recent years due, among other reasons, to accidental capture 
caused by fishing activity carried out by trawlers, as well as the loss or deterioration of their feeding and 
reproduction habitats and other types of interactions with human activities. 
 
In Spain, an estimate made by Chelonia Association raised the accidental capture of more than 5,000 
turtles, mainly loggerhead turtles (C. caretta), annually by trawlers in the Mediterranean and the Gulf of 
Cádiz. The project proposes the experimentation with new TED (Turtle Excluder Device) models in tra-
wling activity on the Spanish coasts to reduce the mortality produced by its accidental capture by means of 
this fishing gear, trying not to interfere with the catch volume of the target species. A model was tested on 
an experimental level in June 2009 in Almería on local trawlers for the first time in Europe. However, it is 
considered necessary to carry out a greater number of tests with different models in real fishing conditions 
to verify their effectiveness in reducing fatal catch rates, both of sea turtles and of elasmobranchs and ceta-
ceans. After evaluating the performance of these device models for a minimum period of several weeks, ba-
ses may be established, in collaboration with the fishing sector, to develop protocols for use in the interes-
ted trawler fleet. The accidental captures that may be made during the research and monitoring actions 
will be managed to implement a biological study of the individuals by taking biometric, morphological and 
blood sample data for the implementation of possible genetic analysis that generate more information and 
knowledge about these threatened species, before their corresponding revival and recovery, if necessary, 
and their subsequent release.  

Translation: Rafael Córdoba Tobarcia                    © CHELONIA 2014 

Le projet bénéficie du soutien de la Fondation Prince Albert II de Monaco 

www.fpa2.com 
This project enjoys the support of the Foundation Prince Albert II of Monaco 


