
Reduction of bycatch of sea turtles and                      
elasmobranchs in the Spanish Atlantic  

and the Strait area  

 

 

Year: 2014  Country: Spain 

Action area: 
Spanish Atlantic Ocean 

Action line: 
Sea Turtles/Elasmobranchs 

Financers: 
Biodiversity Foundation - 

Ministry of agriculture, 
Food and Environment, 

European Fisheries Fund 

 
PROJECT SUMMARY: 
 

Bycatch fishing has become a major problem both for the sustainability of the fishing sector and for the 
conservation of marine species whose populations are estimated to be in decline or with low recovery ra-
tes. The main objective of this project is to promote measures to reduce the bycatch of endangered sea 
turtles and sharks, through actions aimed at increasing the selectivity of surface longline and bottom tra-
wling, as well as reducing mortality by entanglement in traps and “almadrabas” and “almadrabetas”, for the 
conservation of these zoological groups in the Spanish Atlantic Ocean and the Strait of Gibraltar area.  
 
Thus, it is proposed to carry out actions aimed at the experimentation and development of escape devices 
for turtles (TED) in trawl nets aimed at capturing crustaceans in the Andalusian Atlantic Ocean, and tests 
with magnetic devices to increase the capture of swordfish and related species, or tuna, in surface longline 
lines, while reducing the fishing of endangered pelagic sharks in the Andalusian and Galician Atlantic 
Ocean. At the same time, the problem of loggerhead turtle (Caretta caretta) entanglements in traps will be 
analysed to reduce the mortality rate of the species in this traditional fishing gear.  
 
At the same time, the information available on sea turtles and pelagic sharks will be updated to help ex-
pand the contents of the Spanish Inventory of Marine Species and Habitats. For such a purpose, we count 
on the collaboration of fishing associations and guilds, port authorities and not-for-profit organizations 
related to the conservation of the marine environment. As part of the project, an information campaign will 
be carried out in fishing groups, on methodological aspects and sustainable management of fisheries, 
through surveys and interviews, and in civil society through the dissemination of materials and organizati-
on of conferences in Galicia and Andalusia. Finally, various technical conferences on "bycatch" will be orga-
nised at the national level for the presentation of the conclusions and the sharing of results and proposals 
with other institutions that work on this problem in Spain.  
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