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PROJECT SUMMARY: 
 
The Orinoco crocodile or plain caiman (Crocodylus intermedius) is distributed only within the Orinoco basin 
(Colombia and Venezuela) and is considered critically endangered (CR) by the Colombian and Venezuelan 
ministries of the Environment and the IUCN. The reduction of their populations was caused mainly by 
their hunting for the use of their skin between the 30s and 60s of the 20th century. Censuses carried out in 
Colombia in the 70s estimated a total of 780 specimens, while in the 90s only 153, distributed mainly in 
four relict populations.  
 

This joint initiative between the French institutions Fonds de Dotation pour la Biodiversité, within its 
Save Your Logo programme, with resources from the textile company Lacoste, together with Chelonia and 
Corporinoquia Associations, an environmental authority for a wide area of the Colombian plains region, 
allowed to continue the efforts started in 2009 to contribute to updating information and knowledge of 
this species. Throughout the three years of the project, it was possible to verify the critical state of conser-
vation of the relict populations, more pronounced in two of them, and the still existing viability of the pop-
ulation present in the department of Arauca. Likewise, it was possible to identify areas with adequate eco-
logical, social and protection requirements for the potential of reintroduction of the species as a means of 
recovery and areas of possible population reinforcement. A socioeconomic study of the region was pre-
pared to have more information on the recovery and conservation actions of the species. Deliberation was 
promoted towards the reintroduction of the species and the implementation of reinforcement actions with 
the participation of the inhabitants who share their territory. Awareness raising and information diffusion 
actions on the species and its conservation status were carried out at a regional, national and international 
levels; Among them, it could be highlighted the holding of conferences, the diffusion of awareness materi-
als, and the preparation and distribution of articles and scientific and divulgation notes, as well as a mono-
graph on the natural history and conservation of the species in English at an international level.  
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