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PROJECT SUMMARY: 
 
A method for the effective compilation and systematisation of information related to the accidental capture 
of sea turtles by the Spanish North Atlantic Ocean longliners is necessary to document and quantify the 
impact of the longline fleet on these threatened species. This operation will be carried out through the de-
sign and use of forms and an electronic record book used and managed by the crew of the longliners, which 
will be trained and sensitised around the problem from a constructive and collaborative point of view. All 
the information collected provided by the longliners will be systematised in a database designed to contain 
and analyse the incidental catch and will be used to generate the necessary recommendations to reduce its 
impacts, maintaining the commercial viability of the longliners towards the use of the most effective and 
sustainable practices.  
 
Several workshops will be carried out with the participation of interested parties to analyse the current 
situation of the Spanish longline fishery in the North Atlantic Ocean, discuss incidental catch and agree on 
a simple and efficient method for the collection and systematisation of information on the sea turtles and 
other accidentally caught species. 
 
At the same time, training courses will be developed to train fishermen to collect information related to 
bycatch, as well as to properly inform, manage and release incidentally caught sea turtles, among other as-
pects. A graphic and concise manual will be prepared and distributed among fishermen and longline opera-
tors as a reference and guide to the contents taught through the courses related to the collection of infor-
mation, the identification of sea turtle species and their proper management on board. Likewise, conferen-
ces and a diffusion campaign will be carried out along the coastal towns of the region to increase the level 
of awareness of the population regarding this problem.   
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